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Local Government Boundary Commission for 

Scotland Ward Proposals – Consultation Response 

Executive summary 

The Local Government Boundary Commission for Scotland issued its proposals for 

reconfiguration of wards on 19 March 2015 and requested comments from the Council 

as part of a two month consultation period.   

This report outlines the proposals and provides an overview of matters for inclusion in 

the Council’s response. 
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Report 

Local Government Boundary Commission for 

Scotland Ward Proposals – Consultation Response 

 

Recommendations 

1.1 To write to the Local Government Boundary Commission for Scotland outlining 

the Council’s response as outlined in this report and request that the 

Commission: 

1.1.1 reviews its proposals in light of the significant changes in actual and 

forecast electorate data before it develops its final recommendations for 

submission to Scottish Ministers; 

1.1.2 reviews its proposals for ward boundaries as outlined in paragraph 3.8 of 

this report;  

1.1.3 changes the name of Ward 16 Liberton/Gilmerton to Gilmerton, if 

proposals are agreed; and  

1.1.4 notes City of Edinburgh Council’s concerns that any slippage in the 

Review schedule could have significant impact on the implementation of 

changes to electoral arrangements for the Local Government election in 

May 2017. 

1.2 To note that the next stage of the review is expected to commence in July 2015  

and there will be consultation with the public on ward boundary proposals.  

 

Background 

2.1 The Local Government Boundary Commission for Scotland (the Commission) 

commenced its Fifth Reviews of Local Government Electoral Arrangements (the 

Review) in February 2014 with publication of proposals for councillor numbers. 

2.2 The Commission’s proposal was to increase councillor numbers for the City of 

Edinburgh Council area from 58 to 63.   

2.3 Council agreed its response to the Commission’s proposal for the City of 

Edinburgh at its meeting on 25 March 2014 and the Chief Executive wrote to the 

Commission outlining the Council’s response on 26 March 2014. 

2.4 A 12 week public consultation period followed after which the Commission 

considered all responses received and agreed councillor numbers.  
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Main report 

3.1 The Boundary Commission wrote to the Chief Executive on 19 March 2015 

presenting an electoral arrangement for 63 councillors representing 5 3-member 

wards and 12 4-member wards, increasing councillor numbers for the area by 5. 

3.2 The Commission has stated its proposals and objectives to: 

3.2.1 improve overall forecast parity; 
3.2.2 increase the number of councillors by 1 in each of wards 1, 2, 11, 14 and 
           17; 
3.2.3 address forecast disparities in wards 1 and 11; 
3.2.4 re-name ward 10 to Morningside but make no changes to other ward 
           names; 
3.2.5 make changes to ward boundaries throughout the council area to reflect  
           the change in councillor numbers and to align with “natural communities”. 

3.3 Consultation with councils on the Commission’s proposals for ward boundaries 

closes on 19 May 2015 to be followed by a 12 week public consultation from 

July to October 2015.  The Council proposes to respond to the Commission on 

the following key areas: 

3.3.1 electorate data; 

3.3.2 Polling District structure; 

3.3.3 Ward boundaries; and 

3.3.4 Timescales.  

 

Electorate Data 

3.4 The electorate data to support this review was taken from the electoral registers 

as at 1 September 2013.  There was a surge in new electors being registered in 

the lead in to the Scottish Independence Referendum in September 2014.   This 

growth in the electorate is not taken into account in the analysis of the Boundary 

Commission.  The electorate of February 2015 suggests a total electorate in 

Edinburgh of 371,000, the forecast for 2019 used by the Commission is only 

364,000. 

 

3.5 Where any major revision to boundaries is considered it is most beneficial if this 

is based on accurate and recent electorate figures.  In these particular 

circumstances it would be helpful if the Commission reviewed the current 

proposals in line with the significant changes in actual and forecast electoral 

data prior to development and submission of final proposals to Scottish 

Ministers.  
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Polling District Structure 

 

3.6 The Council is required to subdivide each ward into polling districts with a polling 

place identified for each district.  It is not clear that the revised ward proposals 

take account of the subdivision into polling districts.  Administering an electoral 

event under new boundaries would be facilitated if existing districts were 

maintained as the basic building blocks, allowing current polling places to be 

retained, within revised ward boundaries.  The identification of and access to 

polling places is becoming increasingly challenging and this would be very 

helpful in ensuring the provision of high quality accessible polling places for the 

voter. 

 

Ward Boundary Changes 

 

3.7 Revisions to the Ward boundaries may affect logistical arrangements for the 

delivery of electoral events within the city.  For example, there may be 

implications for the location and provision of polling places.  The Elections team 

have reviewed the proposals to assess what impact they would have on 

electoral administration.  The Council’s concern is to ensure that arrangements 

are being made in the interest of the voters to facilitate and support participation 

in the democratic process. 

  

3.8 An analysis of the material has identified a number of areas of concern or where 

further consideration might be helpful. in particular, the following proposals,  

which will impact significantly on polling place arrangements: 

 

3.8.1 Ward 2: Spylaw and Clovenstone; 

3.8.2 Ward 4: Western Harbour; 

3.8.3 Ward 14/17: North Cairntow; and 

3.8.4 Ward 15/14: Forkenford. 

 

Ward Names 

3.9 The Commission has proposed changing the name of Ward 10 from 

Meadows/Morningside to Morningside following the removal of the Meadows to 

Ward 11 City Centre. 

3.10 The Commission has proposed moving Liberton from Ward 16 

Liberton/Gilmerton to Ward 15 Southside/Newington. For consistency it is 

suggested that the name of Ward 16 could also be adjusted to Gilmerton if this 

proposal is agreed.  
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Timescale  

3.11 The Commission’s timetable for the Review is driven by the requirement to 

report to Scottish Ministers for approval before the Scottish Parliament Election 

in May 2016.   

3.12 There is concern that, should the timetable slip and this essential deadline be 

missed, there will not be enough time to implement the changes required to 

introduce new electoral arrangements in time for the Local Government Election 

in May 2017. 

 

Measures of success 

4.1 Not applicable. 

 

Financial impact 

5.1 Potential increase in costs to support additional councillors. 

5.2 Additional costs associated with reviewing and changing polling places following 

changes to ward boundaries. 

 

Risk, policy, compliance and governance impact 

6.1 There are risks for the Council if the Review timetable slips and there is 

insufficient time to implement the required changes. 

 

Equalities impact 

7.1 Changes to ward boundaries could disadvantage some sections of communities 

if changes to polling places impact their ability to cast their vote.  

 

Sustainability impact 

8.1 There is no direct sustainability impact as a result of the report. 

 

Consultation and engagement 

9.1 The Returning Officer has been consulted on electoral implications of the 

proposals. 

9.2 Political groups have been consulted and feedback provided by Group Leaders. 
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9.3 Political groups will be able to respond directly through the public consultation 

process in line with their political party arrangements. 

 

Background reading/external references 

Item 7.4 - Boundary Commission for Scotland - Publication of Proposals for Councillor 

Numbers - Proposed Consultation Response 

 

Alastair Maclean 

Director of Corporate Governance 

Kirsty-Louise Campbell, Governance Manager 

E-mail: kirstylouise.campbell@edinburgh.gov.uk  | Tel: 0131 529 3654 
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Appendices Local Government Boundary Commission for Scotland, Fifth 
Review of Electoral Arrangements, City of Edinburgh Council 
Area, Proposals for wards – March 2015 

 

http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/download/meetings/id/42679/item_74_-_boundary_commission_for_scotland_-_publication_of_proposals_for_councillor_numbers_-_proposed_consultation_response.
http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/download/meetings/id/42679/item_74_-_boundary_commission_for_scotland_-_publication_of_proposals_for_councillor_numbers_-_proposed_consultation_response.
mailto:kirstylouise.campbell@edinburgh.gov.uk
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